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HAT the thanks of this Houſe be given 

to the Reverend Doctor Thomas, for the 
Sermon by him preached yeſterday before this 
Houſe, at Saint Margaret's, Weſtminſter, and 
that he be defired to print the ſame; and, 
Tr Mr. George Onſlow, Mr. John Water, 
Mr. Hardinge, and Sir John Barnard, do ac- 
00% him therewith. 


F © Drsox, 
Cl. Dom. Com. 
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Romans xiii. the former part of the 3d verſe. 


For Rulers are not a terror 70 good works, but 
70 the evil. —— 


E are put in mind, by this day's an- 
nual ſolemnity of the unfortunate con- 
tentions, and the fatal calamities, in 
which this nation was involved in the 


£- 


laſt century. 


And one principal deſign of it is to excite in us, 
and the generations after us, an abhorrence, of thoſe de- 
teſtable proceedings which were the unhappy occaſion of 
them, thoſe that overſet our Monarchy, and brought the 
pe > for a long time into bondage and ſlavery. 


And the important conſiderations contained in the 


__ I have made choice of for our preſent con- 
B templationy 
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templation, as it comprehends a whole community, 
and directs the principal operations of the civil ma- 
giſtracy, will be conducive to this deſign, will furniſſi 
us with ſome uſeful inſtructions how we may avoid that 
rock, on 2 which our forefathers ſplit, 

It muſt be confeſſed, That the beſt inſtitutions are 
liable to corruption, and this holds in nothing more, - 
than in government: For though it appears from this 
chapter, and many other paſlages in ſcripture, that 


government is of divine deſignation, and the world 


cannot well ſubſiſt without it; yet it may be made a 
queſtion, whether certain ſpecies of government, under 
that extreme degree of depravation, which has actual- 
ly prevailed in many civil communities, can, in any 


degree, anſwer the original end of that inſtitution, and 


therefore be a real bleſſing to the ſubjects of it : And 
particularly thoſe ſpecies of -government, in which the 
lives and fortunes of ſubjects are at the diſpoſal of 
the arbitrary will of the Prince. 


Surely, it is but a light thing that Men be pro- 
tected from ſuch violence and wrong, as may be offered 
by private perſons, whilſt their very blood and treaſure 
are not only in continual danger of being wantonly 
facrificed, but have, in fact, been many times ſacrificed 
with the greateſt profuſion, to gratify the ambition, or 


to enlarge the Empire of a weak or cruel Monarch. 
And 


* 
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And what deſtruction ſuch a malignant ſpirit, abetted 
by arbitrary rule, can work upon the earth, not only 
the many inteſtine diſtreſſes and oppreſſions of a neigh- 
bouring ſtate, but the troubles of Europe for the pre- 
ſent and the laſt , can — teſtify. 


Who can be ſo credulous as to imagine the people 
were made for one Man : Or that God intended an ab- 
ſolute and implicit obedience ſhould be paid to the 
dictates of his will alone, ſhould they be ever ſo ca- 


pricious or cruel ? 


Common ſenſe, I am perſuaded, reclaims againit fach 
a ſuppoſition ; and I doubt not to ſhew, That no other 
is the voice of revelation. Both agree, That the end 
of government is the intereſt of the people. It was 
for this, that Men firſt combined and united ; and the 
preſervation of life, liberty, and property, were the 
things they had an eye to, They ſubmitted to be go- 
wu for their own ſakes, That their perſons and 
ſubſtance might be defended from all encroachmeats, 


and not be devoured by others of what rank or condi- 


tion ſoever. And hiſtorians and politicians are of the 
ſame opinion. For where Monarchies were freely e- 
rected, they always ſuppoſe, and they generally relate, 
that the people advanced to that dignity the Man, who 


was moſt likely to rule them with equity and pru- 
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dence ; One, who not for his ambition, but for his 
approved moderation, was raiſed to Kingſhip. 


The power of a King is likened to that of a Fa- 
ther ; and-as long as he continues to maintain ſo eſti- 
mable a character, Kingly Government bears ſome re- 
ſemblance to that of Heaven, for fathers after the fleſh, 
as well as our heavenly Father, are preſumed to have al- 
ways their children's intereſt and welfare at heart. 


Conformably hereto, is the duty of a King repreſent- 
ed in the 5th book of Moſes, where he is forbidden to 
multiply his own pleaſures,- and is enjoyned ro write a 
copy of the lau, and to read therein all the days of his 
life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep 
all the words of the law; and that his heart be not lifted 


up above bis brethren. 


I conceive from this paſſage, that a King is charged 
not to oppreſs his people, nor to burden them needleſly 
to gratify his own humours, but to ſtudy the laws of 
his country, and to fear God. 


Under the 12 indeed, obedience to magiſtrates is 
more ſtrongly enforced and inculcated; chriſtians are 
commanded to be ſubject to principalities and powers, to 
be ſubject to every ordinance of Man, whether it be to the 
King as ſupreme, or unto governors, as unto them, who are 


ſent 
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ſent by bim; but the fame author, jy Sh has enjoined 
us this obedience, ſuppoſes magiſtrates to be what they 
ought to be, A terror, as my text expreſſes it, nol to 
good works, but to the evil; or, as it is ſaid in the verſe 
following, he is the miniſter of God to thee for good, a 
revenger to execute wrath on thoſe that do evil. 


Hence then it does in ſome meaſure appear, that the 
duties between King and People are reciprocal, that they 
are relative to each other. But I ſhall purſue this argu- 
ment a little further, and then conſider, whether upon 
the principle of a right of ſeli-preſervation in the civil 


community, aſſerted under juſt reſtrictions and limitati- 


ons, that dark deed of our anceſtors, the murder of the 
King, can be defended ; whence other conſiderations 


will ariſe at this time deſerving of our notice and at- 
tention. 


And firſt to purſue my. argument in favor of ſuch 


a right. 


God hath given to governors a right to the obedience 
of their ſubjects; on the other hand, he has given to 
the people a claim to their care, juſtice and protection. 
And if governors ſo far forget the charge with which 
they are intruſted by God and the community ; if they 
ſo far pervert their power, as to make it an inſtrument 


not of protection, but of oppreſſion ; and inſtead of 
_ cultivating 
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cultivating a ſatherly affection for their people, betray a 
kind of hoſtile diſpoſition towards them, by invading 
their moſt valuable rights, and counteracting the moſt 
eſſential principles of the conſtitution, (the foundation 
of national ſecurity and tranquility) : Then ſubjects, by 
parity of reaſon, ſeem to be releaſed on their part, to 
be in equal degree diſcharged from their allegiance, 
and are no longer obliged to confider them as the or- 
dinance of man, as the ordinance of themſelves ; much - 
leſs to conſider them as veſted with the high character 

which yet is the juſt character of all good Princes, | 


the character of the miniſters of God. / 


If this be not the caſe, in vain are the coronation 
oaths adminiſtered to them; and in vain alſo are 
laws made and eſtabliſhed for the direction and re- 
ſtraint of power. Upen this ſtate of the caſe, it is abſurd 


not to ſuppoſe ſubjects at liberty to provide for them- 


ſelves, when a Prince ſhall, contrary to all law and hu- 
manity, make havock of their ſubſtance, or deprive 


them of their religious and civil rights. And upon 


this foundation our happy eſtabliſhment appears to reſt 
at preſent ; and we are under a ſort of neceſſity of 
conceiving it to be lawful or uſurped, in proportion 
as we admit or reject this doctrine of the lawfulneſs of 
a right of ſelf-preſervation in extreme cafes, that is, 


where all other _ means hall prove abortive and 
ineffectual 


N äwç—!jqßh.fſf 7 H —ů—— 


——_— wht 


the 2 Houſe of Commons. 9 


ineffectual to redreſs the real and inſupportable griev- 
ances of the ſubjects. 


When a late Prince ſet himſelf up above, or de- 
piſed the law ; when he claimed a power of diſpenſing 
with it in numerous inſtances of ſovereign importance 
and neareſt concern to our wiſely limited conſtitution 
of government, and had made large ſtrides towards in- 
troducing again the papal yoke, which our fathers were 
not able to bear, the people, alarmed at the attempt, 
ſtood up for their violated liberties and rights, and in- 
vited to their aid a Prince with an armed force to deliver 
them out of their diſtreſs. And all ranks and degrees 
of men combined and aſſociated to aſſiſt him; and thus 
they accompliſhed their deſign — by the laws 


both of God and Man. 


The deſerted King, conſcious of his great abuſe of 
power, and dreading the juſtice of an incenſed people, 
fled, and took refuge in a ſtrange country, a country, 
naturally at enmity with the proteſtant nation of free 
born Britons, inſatiably ambitious to extend its Empire 
by trampling upon the rights and liberties of mankind, 
and nurſed up in the principles of a ſuperſtition, which 
does not ſcruple to propagate itſelf by the moſt cruel 
perſecutions and palpable violations of the laws' of na- 
tions. And when afterwards he made various attempts 
forcibly to recover his abdicated dominions, he was as 

often 
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often oppoſed and repelled by force; and to this nati- 
onal vigour, exerted in a criſis of very great extremity, 
and in neceſſary vindication of the civil and religious 
conſtitution, we owe all thoſe ſingular advantages 
which we enjoy under the preſent ſettlement ; and its 


validity depends upon it. 


But, perhaps, ſome man will ſay, that the command 
given under the goſpel to ſubmit to the powers in Being 
is without reſerve; that St. Peter bids Men ſubmit. 
for the Lord's ſake, and St. Paul for conſcience ſake ; ; 
and this ſame Apoſtle orders Titus to put the Cretans 
in mind to be ſubject to principalities and powers, and 
commands every foul to be ſubject to the HOT, Powers, 
even to a perſecuting Nero, 


Here, I ſhall not need to alledge, that the primi- 
tive - chriſtians were traduced and unkindly repreſent- 
ed by their adverſaries, as enemies to government, 
and as men that were turning. the world upſide down; 
that all ſtates are alarmed and take offence at a new and 
growing ſect, And therefore, that the Apoſtles, under 
- theſe circumſtances, might be ſuppoſed. on this account 
to inculcate more. frequently, and to preſs more earneſt- 
ly, the neceſſary duties of obedience to the powers that 
were, to take away all occaſion from ſuch as were diſ- 
poſed to accuſe them of being deſpiſers of all temporal 
principalities, or civil authority, or at leaſt of their be- 


ing 
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ing no friends to Canis. This, lay, J thall not need 
to alledge. The Circumſtances of the Apoſtles were 
indeed extraordinary, and gave very juſt, and very 
frequent occaſions to aſſert the duties of ſubjects to the 
civil magiſtrate, to remove the prejudices of their own 
Jewiſh converts, moſt averſe to ſubjection to the Ro- 
man power, and to remove from themſelves the mali- 
tious imputation of their adverſaries. But the duties 
of ſubjects they lay down like other moral duties, obvious 
to the reaſon and natural underſtandings of men. They 
lay them down in their generality, and leave them to 
be interpreted and reſtrained by the nature of govern- 
ment, the neceſſities of mankind, and the intellectual 
faculties of man, implanted in him by nature, improv- 
ed and civilized by experience and ſociety, and perfected 
by the revelation of the doctrine of the goſpel. The 

goſpel confirms what was otherwiſe known to be honeſt 
in private life, and to be juſt in a ſtate of civil ſociety ; 
and, it moreover adds to them the ſanctions of infinite 
value; but neither our Saviour Chriſt, nor his holy 
Apoſtles, appear in matters temporal, to have ever ſet 
up for rulers and judges, or in any one inſtance, to 
have taken upon them to mode] the kingdoms of the 
world, or to treat of politics. The goſpel left theſe . 
matters as they were before, and all men as it found 
them with reſpect to their civil rights, which are beſt 
defined by recurring to the nature and end of the inſti- 


tution of civil government: And, to what has been 
d ſaid 
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faid upon this head, a great confirmation ariſes from 
hiſtory, and an obſervation of the practice of mankind. 
Hiſtory will furniſh us with examples ; I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with reciting two, one from ſacred, the 
other from civil hiſtory. The former is recorded in the 
twelfth chapter of the firſt book of Kings, where it is 
ſaid, when the people applied to Rehoboham to alleviate 
their heavy yoke and grievous ſervice of his father, upon 
his anſwering roughly, and threatening to chaſtiſe them 
with Scorpions, and to aggravate and load their yoke, 
they broke his yoke from off their neck, and made a 
final revolt, 


The other, we learn from the Roman people, who 
expelled Tarquin, becauſe of his tyrannical oppreſiion,, 
and even aboliſhed Kingly Government. 


But after all and notwithſtanding ſome exceptions 
may be made to it, yet it certainly was of ſtanding, and 
of the laſt importance to mankind, for the Apoſtles to 
preach up civil obedience in general, for ſubjects ought 
to bear a great deal ere they withdraw it from their 
lawful governors. The overthrow of an eſtabliſhment 
is the laſt reſort and a moſt dangerous experiment ; Ta- 
citus, perhaps, may be ſuppoſed, in conformity to the 
government under which he lived, to fay, it is better 
to live under a bad Prince than none at all. The ob- 


ſervation, however, is certainly true in the ordinary 
courſe 


—— 
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— of government, chongh it will not held good in 
certain caſes of national extremity, of which we have 

been ſpeaking. And whether from our reaſon and our 
dreadful experience, we eſtimate the malignity, or from 
the precepts and ſanctions of the goſpel, we meaſure 
the fin of rebellion, it is undoubtedly a crime of moſt 
frightful dimenſions, and big with the moſt horrid con- 
ſequences, including the guilt and miſeries of the 
commiſſion of every thing villanous, and the deſtruction 
of every thing dear to us. | 


And, if all fins are greater or leſs, in proportion as 
they affect ſociety, this, beyond compare, is the moſt 
monſtrous, as it ſtrikes at the very root, and ſaps the 


foundation of it. 


And theſe were the genuine offspring, ack fatal ef- 
fects of that rebellion we are here met to lament and deteſt. 


Let us ſee then, whether the advocated for it, (for 
ſome ſuch there may be) can defend the actors and abet- 
tors of it, upon the principle of ſelf-preſervation, which 


wie have hitherto ines on. 

: | The mockeries how! inſults of the people, the ſham 
trial, and at laſt the murder of the King, I am per- 
ſuaded muſt appear horrid to the eye of humanity it- : 


ſelf, Of the tragical event, therefore, I mean not to 
C2 tn inſiſt 
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inſiſt. And as to the firſt beginnings and fatal . 
of our miſeries, many may approve, and very juſtly 
approve of the conſtitutional oppoſition given by the 


friends of liberty, to put a ſtop to the encroachments, 


which the King was making on the liberties and proper- 
ties of his ſubjects ; ; for that there were juſt cauſes of 


complaint, that the people were oppreſſed with unwar- 


rantable impoſitions, that unjuſtifiable demands were 
made upon them in the beginning of that reign, all 
writers upon the ſubje&t ſeem to admit, and whoever 
reads the incomparable hiſtory of that rebellion, with 
the noble author's uſeful remarks upon the ſteps and 


paſſages of it, muſt obſerve, that thoſe, who firſt en- 


gaged in it, had no ill deſigns, nor did they ſuſpect 
ſuch would be the conſequence as did afterwards hap- 
pen, but they only wanted to have thoſe grievances re- 
dreſſed which they then complained of. 


And now the queſtion is, whether the ants made 
by the King were adequate to the public ſecurity, and the 


reaſonable defires of the people, if they were, the 
greateſt patriots for liberty muſt condemn the machi- 
nations of thoſe men, that firſt with an inſatiable per- 
ſeverance in making extravagant demands, diveſted him 
of every branch of his regal dignity, and afterwards 
brought his perſon to the block, | 


It muſt be needleſs, before this audience, to recite 
minutely every inſtance of the King's earneſt deſire to 


gratify 
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— his ſubjekts 3 in every thing, that ſubjects could 1 aſk, | 
or a ſovereign yield to: I ſhall, therefore, content my- 
ſelf with mentioning this ſingle circumſtance, that when 
he had not only redreſſed all the grievances complained 
of, but provided againſt them for the future, by a ſeries 
of laws, the moſt beneficial to the ſubjects intereſt, as 
well as favorable to their ſecurity and hberty ; when he 
had not only given his royal word to his parliament, that 
all juſt cauſe of apprehenſion and ſuſpicion ſhould be re- 
moved, but as a pledge of his integrity to fulfil the ſame, 


inveſted them with a power coextenſive with his own; 


ſurely, -at this period, the oppoſition of the pretended 


advocates for the liberty and rights of their fellow ſub- 
jects, wears the diſtinguiſhable character of rebellion a- 


ainſt the conſtitution, and of a traiterous confederacy a- 
gainſt the authority of their ſovereign, on the one hand, 
and the rights and liberties of their fellow ſubjects on 


the other; and is juſtly chargeable with the anarchy 


and confuſion, the perplexity and diſtreſs, to which, 
this, then flouriſhing nation, was, in a ſhort time re- 
duced ; when the burdens laid upon them by the King 


appeared imaginary, if compared to what followed, 


and his were fatherly chaſtiſements in reſpe& to thoſe 
cruelties, they were, under the republic, obliged to ſub- 


| mit to. 


Ne ſchemes and models of government, were daily 


n _ of which were qquſhed i in their birth, 
and 
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and others expired ſoon after, and none * ſatis- 
factory to the people, till the Divine Providence reſtored 
to us our ancient laws, and eſtabliſhed our conſtitution 
in church and ſtate, upon its former plan. | 


Be this then a caution to us and our poſterity, how 


we engage in meaſures, either of popular vogue, or 


fuch as are ſet on foot by artful and deſigning men, for 
thoſe who make the loudeſt noiſe for liberty, have gene- 


rally meant nothing more by it, than to further their 
own ſecular intereſt, and the well meaning multitude 


become no better than the tools of à party, and the in- 
ſtruments by Wich their leaders are advanced and 


P 


But to return, and to conſider, how much more ag- 


gravating their caſe muſt be, Who withdraw their obedi- 


ence from à magiſtrate who is not @ terror to good works, 
but to the. evil; from one who makes the good of his 
people the rule of his actions; for if the fruits of diſ- 


cord and rebellion are ſo ſour and difguſtful, where the 


people ſhall have ſome foundation for their murmurings 


and complaints, in ſuch a condition as ours is, ſurely, 
diſcord: and rebellion muſt be looked upon as no leſs than 
fighting againſt God, and reſiſting his miniſter and or- 
dinance, for whenever magiſtrates moderate their Power 


as they ought, and by their good government make 


N EI of their people, ſuch as the end of their 


1 inſtitution, 
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inſtitution, and the ſacred endearing characters of a 
miniſter of God, and a father of the people require, then 


to reſiſt them, is to reſiſt God's injunctions and inſtru- 


ments; and that God is the protector, patron and ad- 
vancer of good Princes, ſcripture abundantly witneſſes; 
the moſt high beareth rule over the kingdoms of men, 
and appointeth over it whomſoever he pleaſes, or 
he kindleth a light in their minds to diſcern their own 
intereſt, in that they could not be happy without a 
ruler. By me Kings reign, and Princes decree ſuſtice; 
it is God, faith Daniel, that ſetteth up Kings, and that 
power is given them from God; and accordingly, ſays. 
our Saviour, thou coulaſt have no power againſt me, 
except it were given thee from above. Men are forbid 


to curſe, or ſpeak evil of the rulers of the people, and 
amongſt the reſerved to the day of judgment for 


puniſhment, are, according to St. Peter, ſuch as deſpiſe: 
dominion and government, and are not an to un 
evil of dignities, | $9020 IRA 


at 


To apply this to our own py di to — ſome 
ſmall eſtimate of the e we * under the pre- 
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It is a maxim in our et chat Kings can do no ill, 
and happy is it for us, that ſo excellent is our conſtitu- 
tion, ſo admirably framed and modelled for the mutual 


benefit 1 Frince and * that it is not in the power 
of 
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of the Monarch of Great Britain to do much evil; were 
he ſo diſpoſed, ſince no law can be enacted, without 
the concurrence of the three eſtates ; but it is our peculiar 
felicity, that it appears more out of the will, than the 
power of his majeſty to be any other than the nurſing 


father of his + are 


He has not ſo much as given us cauſe to ſuſpect, that 
he would be pleaſed, to have his will and pleaſure, looſe 
from reſtraint, but ſeems well ſatisfied with ſo much 
power as the law gives him, and might challenge the 
moſt diſaffected to ſhew an inſtance of his ſtraining his 
prerogative, of any invaſion of the religious and civil 
rights of his ſubjects, or of any attempt to innovate on 
the conſtitution ; and, if any law has been ever enact- 
ed, whereby the minds of the people have been diſturbed, 
the King and his houſe are guiltleſs. 


l proceedings at law are never given into, 
nor has any man fallen by them, that can n y he ſuffer- 


ed wrongfully. 


Juſtice is well and impartially adminiſtered, even, 
where the King is party. How much the good of his 
people is uppermoſt in his mind, appears, in that all 
his ſpeeches from the throne, I might indeed ſay, all 
the actions of his life, breath paternal affection, pro- 


miſe a ſacred eu to our ſecurity, and the publie 
| tranquility, 
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tranquility, recommend unanimity among ourſelves, and 
promote, as much as poſſible, the eaſe and welfare of 
his ſubjects in an univerſal and uninterrupted enjoyment 
of their rights, both religious and civil. 


In his private character, he is ome for his 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, even, where the lives of irreli- 
gious, traiterous miſcreants are concerned, J had almoſt 
faid to a fault. And in that part of juſtice, which conſiſts 
in diſcharging his private contracts, or thoſe payments, 
which iſſue out from the civil liſt, he has hitherto out- 
done all that have gone before him, a prevailing motive, 
this, to endear him to his commercial ſubjects, 


As to faith, ſincerity, and openneſs of behaviour, and the 
correſponding virtues of the mind, magnanimity, forti- 
tude, and generoſity, he is both diſpoſed and enabled by 
them to be a moſt effectual benefactor to, and protector 


of his people. 


And, now, whilſt we are bewailing the calamities of 
our forefathers, and the guilt they were involved in, 
whilſt we are recollecting the ſeverities that were exer- 
ciſed upon a Monarch, to whom every hiſtorian aſcribes 
great perſonal virtues, though, with ſeveral failures in the 
civil admuniſtrationg 


( Let us not be unmindful of the happineſs we all enjoy 
( under his preſent Majeſty, and whatever detects of loyalty 
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we 
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we may diſcover in the ſubjects of the former, let us ſup- 
ply by dutiful returns of gratitude to the latter. And as 


he feeds us with a faithful and true heart, and rules us 
prudently with all his power, let us retain in our minds 
ſuch affections and veneration for his perſon and govern- 
ment, as are due to every one, who beareth not the ſword 
in vain, and, who is a terror, not to good works, but to 
the evil; eſpecially, let us direct our devout thankfulneſs 
and prayers to him, by whom Kings rule, for having 
made him ſo great and fo laſting an inſtrument of the 


civil and religious welfare of his people, and for the 


long continuance of our happineſs under his equitable 
and auſpicious reign ; and let us ſo lead our lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſty, that providence may be pleaſed 
to perpetuate to us and our poſterity the ineſtimable 
bleſſings of our free conſtitution and pure religion under 
a Proteſtant Prince of hi s Royal Houſe. 
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